The OIld School House
37 Green End Road
Sawtry

Huntingdon

PE28 5UY

Tel: 01487 831771

Office Open 9.00 — 1.00 Mon — Fri
E mail: clerk@sawtry-pc.gov.uk
www.sawtry-pc.gov.uk

These are the minutes of the MEETING OF THE FULL PARISH COUNCIL on Wednesday,12t"
November 2025 at 7.30 pm in the Old School Hall for the purpose of transacting the following business.
Members of the Press and Public are invited to attend.

MINUTES

Present: Clirs Tuplin, Potter, Bhamra, Sanderson, Bingham, Mulcrone, Gadsby, Fitzgerald, Day,

Margetts, Isaacs, White, Ingram

66/25

Apologies for Absence — Clir Ashley — Absent.

Co-Option — 1 Vacancy — Still being advertised

To Approve Minutes Dated - Full Council 8" October 2025 — Approved, proposed
by Clir Potter seconded by ClIr Day 12 in favour and 1 abstention.

Matters Arising from Previous Minutes (for information only) - None

Members’ Declaration of Interest for items on the agenda: None

Public forum — meeting suspended. If residents of Sawtry wish to speak on any item on the agenda
(max 3 mins) the meeting will be suspended for a 10-minute open forum. If you wish to speak you
must inform the Clerk or the Chairman at least 24 hours before the meeting.

67/25 To Receive Reports from Representatives of Outside Bodies:
1.  District Council — Clir Martin See appendix 1
2. District and County Council — Clir Bywater — Apologies given —
emailed report. See appendix 2
68/25 To Receive the Chairman’s Report
69/25Committees | Recently attended the Fireworks night which the Parish Council organised but

moving forward we will need more support from Parish Councillors and
volunteers from the public. The remembrance Parade was well attended. Also
attended the remembrance Parade at the Academy which was attended by Year
7 who showed tremendous respect throughout

To Receive and In So Far as Required, Ratify Recommendations Contained in
The Minutes of The Following Committees (as listed):

1. Amenities Committee — 29th October 2025 minutes previously circulated

1.1 To approve new David Ogilvy bench by Greystones £1500 — proposed by
Clir Sanderson seconded by Clir Potter and all in favour.

1.2 To approve new fencing in the woodland area, Ramsey Fencing £2050
plus VAT — Currently awaiting authorisation from the Sawtry Internal
Drainage Board so this will be deferred.



mailto:clerk@sawtry-pc.gov.uk

1.3 To approve clearance costs in the Woodland to remove all plastic covers
from the trees, G D services £780 plus any disposal costs. — The Parish
Council will look for the Community payback team to carry out this work
as they did a tremendous job with the Belgrave Square Car park.

1.4 To approve metal frame and welcome to Sawtry Village sign on the bench
by the roundabout to be paid for and sponsored by Moto services,
proposed by Clir Bhamra seconded by ClIr Mulcrone and all in favour.

1.5 To approve memorial bench to be installed by the new Zip Wire on St
Judiths field — Agreed to accept the bench but to discuss the location in
more detail, proposed by Clir Gadsby seconded by Clir Mulcrone and all
in favour.

2 Community Committee — 22" October 2025 minutes previously
circulated

2.1 Update Clir Potter — CliIr Tuplin covered most of this in his report, but the
Fireworks were very impressive and was a great night. The
Remembrance Parade was well organised again by everyone involved,
There currently seems to be a lack of support from the community groups
when we hold our community meetings so will need to look into this for
next year.
Christmas Carols booked for 15" December 6pm at Greystones, and Clir
Mulcrone confirmed the Christmas tree will be going up next week.

3 Finance and General Purposes Committee — 1st October 2025
Minutes previously circulated and approved.
Budget next week at F&GP.

4 Planning Committee — 22"¢ October 2025
Minutes previously circulated and approved
2 items this evening 25/01761/FUL the Parish Council has been unable to
support due to concerns over drainage and CCC/25/121/FUL the Parish
Council have requested a further meeting with CCC.

5 Staffing Committee — 15! October 2025 — Minutes previously circulated
and approved.

The Clerk has confirmed we had 38 applicants for the caretaker role and
will be going through the applications tomorrow with Clirs Tuplin. Potter
and White.

70/25

Finance:
To note net summary of accounts as of 315t October 2025 — Approved.
To note bank reconciliation as of 315t October 2025 — Approved.

To Note Budget requests for 2026/27 will be discussed at F&GP 19" November
2025.

71/25

To Approve On-line Payments: Payments Approved, proposed by Clir Potter
seconded by ClIr Bingham and all in favour.

Payable to | For | Net | VAT | Gross




Staff Wages/Salaries for 6 7253.70 0.00 | 7253.70
people
HMRC Cumbernauld | Tax & NI - 2869.50 0.00| 2869.50
LGSS Pensions — 2285.82 0.00| 2285.82
Camservices Ltd St Judiths Hedge 1750.00 350.00 2100.00
Suzanne Arnold Storytelling 255.00 0.00 255.00
Bradgate Allotment fencing 6770.40 | 1354.08 | 8124.48
Bradgate Allotment fencing 650.00 130.00 780.00
extra
Bradgate Village Grass cutting 2442 .50 488.50 | 2931.00
HDC Pitch Seeding 540.00 108.00 648.00
Greenfield
Cambridge Fireworks | Fireworks 6000.00 | 1200.00 | 7200.00
G D Services Woodland 550.00 0.00 550.00
SLCC Clerk Training | Water Compliance 50.00 10.00 60.00
Defib Warehouse Replacement pads 64.95 12.99 77.94
Mista Crowe Bus Shelter painting 550.00 0.00 550.00
Hags Kick Wall / Zip Wire 34095.00 | 6819.00 | 40914.00
TOTAL 66126.87 | 10472.57 | 76599.44
Direct Debit NET VAT | GROSS
payments
ID/0O2 Mobile phone 20.40 0.00 20.40
Contracts
HDC Rates — St Andrews 75.00 0.00 75.00
HDC Rates - Greenfield 469.00 0.00 469.00
HDC Rates — Old School 425.00 0.00 425.00
Hall
Integrity Team Wi Fi in the Hall 41.62 2.20 43.82
GCI Network CCTV contract 45.00 9.00 54.00
British Gas School Hall - Elec 210.97 10.55 221.52
British Gas School Hall - Gas 176.18 8.81 184.99
British Gas 37 Green End - Elec 98.81 4.94 103.75
British Gas 37 Green End — Gas 55.83 2.79 58.62
British Gas Greenfield — Elec 213.39 10.67 224.06
BT Office 35.34 1.86 37.20
Internet/Phone
TOTAL 1866.54 50.82| 1917.36
GRAND TOTAL 67993.41 | 10523.39 | 78516.80

72/25

Date of Next
meetings

Finance and General Purposes Committee — 19t

November 2025

Planning Committee — 26! November 2025

Full Council — 10th December 2025

Community Committee — TBC
Amenities Committee — TBC




Staffing Committee — TBC

Dates for 2026 to be circulated and approved at Full
Council 10" December 2025

Steve Browning
Clerk to the Council, RFO and Proper Officer
Date Published: 7t" November 2025

Appendix 1

Clir Martin — LGR is coming to and end of the local phase, the 5 options are still on the
table, | fully support option E which is for Huntingdon to go on its own.

Councils can write to the Secretary of State to request their preferred option

The Vote is next week and I'm hopeful option E will be agreed.

The Local plan Consultation is active, Sawtry have been hit quite badly, look at the
policies of the local plan document, we would need to have a very good reason as to why
we can’t develop on certain areas — such as flood risk

Appendix 2
Clir Bywater

There’s been plenty of discussion recently about the future shape of local government
across Cambridgeshire, and it’'s important that residents and local Parish councillors in
Sawtry and surrounding villages are kept up to date. Earlier this month, Cambridgeshire
County Council’s Lib Dem ruling administration voted to support “Option A” as their
preferred way forward for local government reform despite a huge amount of reservation
from many councillors from across all other political parties.

| did not support Option A, as | believe it lacks clarity and detail, particularly around the
impacts on education funding, local services, and the potential financial implications for
residents locally such as changes to council tax bands. This decision was also made
without a full and comprehensive business case which | found completely unacceptable.

The next key steps will take place in November, when Huntingdonshire District Council
(HDC) considers its own position and recommendations. The HDC proposals are due to
be published on 4 November 2025, followed by a series of important meetings:

« 12 November 2025 — Special Scrutiny Committee
| will be sitting on this committee to review and scrutinise the proposals in detail
before they go forward for decision.

« 19 November 2025 — Extraordinary Council Meeting

« 24 November 2025 — Extraordinary Cabinet Meeting (Decision on Local
Government Reform)

These meetings will determine which option HDC submits to Government, shaping how
local services such as highways, planning, and social care are delivered in the future. I'll
continue to follow developments closely and will update residents once HDC’s final



decision is confirmed. By the end of November all local Councils in Cambridgeshire will
have had to submit which options they support to Government, and it is expected that
there will be a Statutory Consultation beginning in January 2026

Alongside these reforms, work is also progressing on the new HDC draft Local Plan. This
plan will guide how land is used and developed across the district over the next 15-20
years including where new homes, employment sites, and infrastructure may be located.

When the draft plan is published on the 5" of November, all residents will be free to
comment on any part of the proposal during this period of Public Consultation. | strongly
encourage everyone to take part in this consultation. As soon as the consultation opens,
details of how to view the plan and submit comments will be available on the
Huntingdonshire District Council website and through local channels, including social
media. It's one of the most effective ways to influence how Sawtry and the wider area will
evolve in the coming years.

Your feedback can include any planning-related reasons why particular sites should or
should not go ahead — for example:

Flooding or drainage issues

Traffic and road capacity

Access to schools, healthcare, and local services
Impact on local character, environment, or infrastructure

Constructive, planning-based comments really do make a difference, especially when
decisions are reviewed later in the process.

This is an important time for Sawtry and our community. Both the local government
reorganisation and the new Local Plan will shape how our area is managed and
developed for years to come. Please do take the opportunity to read, reflect, and have
your say.

Other news- Cambridgeshire County Council has introduced a new grant scheme offering
up to to £10,000 for community flood action groups and Parish councils. The funding
supports efforts to manage and maintain local water courses where conditions may
increase flooding. Full details can be found on Cambridgeshire County council website
by searching Watercourse Maintenance grants- or email
flood.andwater@cambridgeshire.gov.uk

| hope this is useful

Kind regards

Simon
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