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These are the minutes of the Community Committee on Wednesday 23rd July 2025 at 7.00pm in the Old 
School Hall.  Members of the Press and public are welcome to attend. 
 

MINUTES 
 

Present: Cllrs Potter, Mulcrone, Gadsby, Sanderson, Tuplin, Bingham, Fitzgerald, Bhamra, Isaacs, 
Margetts 

 

  Legal Power/ 
Budget Heading 

1 Apologies for absence – Cllr Ashley and Cllr Whittaker – approved, Cllr 
Ingram Absent. 

 

2 Minutes of last meeting dated 16th April 2025 - Approved  

3 Matters arising from previous minutes - None  

4 Members Declaration of Interest for agenda items - None  

Public Forum: 
If residents of Sawtry wish to speak on any item on the agenda (max 3 mins) the meeting will be  
suspended for a 10-minute open forum.  If you wish to speak, please inform the Clerk or the Chairman 
(Cllr Potter) at least 24 hours before the meeting. One Community group. 

5 Community groups update: reports to be circulated – Please see appendix 1 
Request from the Sawtry Women’s Hub for Free use of the Old School Hall 

for International Women’s Day in March 2026, will need to be 
discussed at the next Amenities meeting. 

Also received a quick update on the new Youth Council from Cllrs Margetts 
and Bingham who have been working with the Academy more details 
to follow. 

 

6 HDC Summer sports sessions – Update from the clerk, Due to start 29th July 
so far the uptake has been good, and we have limited spaces still available. 

 

7 Vibrant Community Funding, Creative Arts East – update from the Clerk, the 
next show Marcella’s Minute to Midnight which will be Saturday 11th October 
at 7pm and tickets will go on sale shortly. We also have 2 other shows for 
the end of November and early next year more details to follow. 

 

8 Anglia In Bloom / Planters – Update, Award ceremony 4th September at 
Burgess Hall, St Ives – The judges were really impressed with the amount of 
effort from all the community groups that has gone in to making the village 
look good. 

 

9 VJ80 celebrations – 15th August 2025 
9.1 - Flag raising at the Old School Hall 9.00am – Please can as many 
Councillors attend as possible. 
9.2 – Wreath Laying at the War memorial 9.30am – Please can as many 
Councillors attend as possible.  

 

10 Accessibility Around the Village – update from the working party – Cllr 
Bingham – no report. 
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11 Merchant Navy day 3rd September – Flag raising 9.00am at the Old School 
Hall – For reference only. 

 

12 Sawtry 10 run – to note date 7th September 2025 – For reference only.  

13 Sawtry Show – to note 13th September 2025, forms are currently available in 
the Parish Council office. 

 

14 Remembrance Day – to note date of the Parade 9th November 2025, 
Application for road closures has been submitted. 

 

15 Christmas Carols 15th December 2025 – Greystones have confirmed date is 
ok so just need to confirm time. 

 

16 Date of next meeting – 22nd October 2025  

 
Steve Browning   
Clerk to the Council/Proper Officer   
 
Committee:  Cllrs Potter (Chairman), Cllr Mulcrone, Cllr Sanderson, Cllr Tuplin, Cllr Whittaker, Cllr Gadsby, Cllr Bingham, Cllr 
Fitzgerald, Cllr Bhamra, Cllr Ingram, Cllr Isaacs, Cllr Margetts, Cllr Ashley. Representatives from – Village Academy, Infants 
School, Junior Academy, Carnival, CARESCO, All Saints Church, St Benedicts, Methodist Church, Litter Pickers, WI, Royal 
British Legion, Sawtry Working men’s club, Feast Supper Club, Sawtry Colts, Sawtry FC. 
 
Appendix 1 – Group reports 

 
 Sawtry Women’s Hub  
Report to Community Committee Sawtry Parish Council  
The group hosted its first games night on 7 June, which was great fun and an opportunity to connect with different 
women in the village.  
The feedback has continued to be positive overall as women continue to validate the need for this group and 
reinforce the benefits of engaging women in the village across different ages and backgrounds.  
Prior to and since the game’s night the SWH team has been focused on developing our structure and skills.  
A draft term of reference has been produced and the team received informal awareness / training, on how to 
manage sensitive people. This training is to prepare the team for hosting open door spaces for people to gather, 
connect and have someone to talk to / listen to them.  
Social events continue to be a key avenue for the group to achieve its engagement ambitions. The team has been 
discussing a calendar of events and while we were unable to arrange something for the summer, we hope to 
reconvene in early autumn with a formalised team structure and forward plan.  

Thank you to the Sawtry Parish Council for all your support. To further our efforts in supporting the 

community, we would be grateful for financial support from the Council towards the launch of our 
open doors space in the Autumn and the annual International Women’s Day event in March 2026. 
The cost of the hall would be particularly appreciated. We are available to provide further in 

formation as appropriate. 
 

Sawtry Social Club 
We have been busy making small improvements to the Club.  Air conditioning units have been installed 
throughout and have proved to be very popular.  
To try to reduce the Club’s damp smell, we ripped up the stage floor and replaced all the old damp 
insulation, filled new ceiling tiles and installed new air bricks all around the building.  
The furniture in the main bar has been replaced with nearly new tables and chairs which were otherwise 
going to be scrapped, and the garden fence and some garden furniture were replaced.  Planters have 
been placed around the Club ready for Anglia in Bloom 
All the work has been carried out by committee and members free of charge 
Currently we have 435 members, of which approximately 50% are over 60 and benefit from half price 
membership fees. Members get discounted bar prices.   
We continue to sponsor Sawtry darts, snooker, football and cricket teams and offer free event and 
meeting spaces for community groups.   



Our next projects are to update our outdated rules and apply for grants to improve disabled access and 
a children’s play area in the garden. The function room also needs a complete makeover and is high on 
our list of priorities  
 

 
 
Sawtry Carnival- Report for Parish Council 
 
Saturday the 14th June 2025 saw the 2025 Sawtry Carnival being held. This year's event has overall been marked as a 
massive success, with visitor numbers estimated at around 2500-3000. As a committee, we are happy to confirm, this 
year has been the most successful carnival financially on our records. Ending with a surplus of £1400.00, Due to this 
success, the committee have elected this year to give a donation to a Sawtry group or cause- tbc- but est around 
£500.00 this will be shortlisted and voted on at our AGM IN September. With Sawtry carnival able to support another 
local group/ organisation.  
 
 
Summary of the 2025 event 

● Multiple people have commented on the better utilisation of space on the field over the last few years with rides 

being featured on the concrete and on the gravelled car park adding to the variety of activities available for 

different age demographics. 

● We have further increased our seating area in the main area, utilising the academy’s picnic benches from 

around the site. This is made possible by the increasing numbers of volunteers we now have for set up and 

clear down. 

● The extended timeslot for the live band towards the end of the day gave people an opportunity to dance and 

enjoy the carnival after looking at stalls extended the time spent on site. 

● The grant provided by the parish council this year was utilised to sponsor a Punch and Judy show, which was 

then offered as a ‘sponsored’ free activity during the day This was greatly appreciated and went down well as 

an activity. 

● This year's new addition of ‘together we lift’ supporting and raising funds for mental health causes, held in the 

Old School Hall car park proved a massive success, with the event organisers already showing interest in 

attending again next year  

● Sawtry carnival court use the main hall as a HQ, which works perfectly for preperation in the morning and to 

host the Queens tea where visiting courts are invited to join us in the afternoon. 

● Use of the school room for stalls is not ideal now due to the rest of the event being held at the field and only 

requested by one group. Footfall was less than wished for- despite being advertised, marked on the map and 

promoted in the main area. This is likely to be revised nest year 

● This year's parade was the biggest and most supported since pre-Covid events with a variety of new groups 

alongside returning ones taking part. 

● Sawtry Village Academy have suggested they wish to have a greater participation in the carnival going forward 

following the success of their stall this year, plus acts on the arena and joining the parade. 

● The integration of this year’s theme ‘sawtry on safari’ was stronger than ever with positive comments being 

made regarding the programme, the free children’s activity, the decorations around HQ and the theme of 

various other stalls across site. The annual themes have proven to be a real success over the past few years, 

and we are already thinking about next year’s event! 

 
 
Other 

• We are excited to add another albeit smaller event to our calendar this year-  

‘Sawtry Carnival - A Christmas Fayre’ with some gift and food stalls, refreshments, Santas grotto and themed 

entertainment from local groups- Sunday 30th November 

 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
July 2025 
 
The Sawtry & District Branch continues to meet in the first Monday of each month (except January & 
August) in the Sawtry Social Club @ 7:30PM.  
 
We continue to build our relationship with RBL Brampton, and a few members have now attended some 
of their organised events. We are now working on our relationship with the RBL Yaxley Branch. They 
hold a coffee morning every Thursday at Yaxley and events throughout the year. 
 
Our informal get-together on the last Friday of the month with the AFVBC continues at the Sawtry Club 
continues. This ranges in popularity from 2 to 15 individuals meeting up.  We also encourage members 
to meet up on a Friday at the Caresco Coffee shop and at the Coffee Ark on a Wednesday. Just another 
couple of times throughout the month where members could meet and be part of the community. 
 
Meetings – Since the last report we have had 3 Branch meetings with an average attendance of 8.  
 
Membership – Branch membership currently stands at 56 members (35 local members) We continue to 
advertise on social media and at the AFVBC to raise our profile in the area and recruit new members. 
 
Events 
Since the last meeting, the RBL held a successful VE & VJ80th commemoration concert that was 
attended by approx. 150 people. Although its aim was a commemoration it also enables the Branch to 
raise about £700 for its funds.  
VE – a Flag raising and wreath lays were attended on 8th May. 
VJ – a Flag raising and wreath laying will be carried out on Friday 15th August. 
 
The Branch had a stall at the Sawtry Carnival which helped is raised awareness in the village of the RBL 
with its new membership banner. We were also able to raise about £300 for the Poppy Appeal 
 
Poppy Appeal –  
 
The 2024 Poppy Appeal currently stands at £10,780. This will close at the end of September, and we 
are preparing for the launch of the 2025 Poppy Appeal which will be on Thursday 23 October 2025 and 
we hope to be able to use the MOTO service station to have a stall. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
Report from All Saints' Church, Sawtry – Parish Council Communities Meeting, July 2025 
Since our last report in April, we’re pleased to share continued growth, new developments, and 
deepening partnerships across our community-facing activities. 
Youth Space and Youth Engagement 
The highlight of 2025 so far has undoubtedly been the flourishing of our youth group, Youth 
Space, which meets on Sunday evenings (6:00–7:30pm) during term time. We now welcome an 
average of 12 young people each week, from school years 7–13, representing a range of schools 
and backgrounds. 
Following Easter, we extended the invitation to Year 6s to support their transition into secondary 
school. Activities include board games, tuck shop, occasional video games, quizzes, and relaxed 
conversation. This group is predominantly made up of young people who do not otherwise attend 
church, which makes its organic growth even more encouraging. 
In September, we will launch Youth Alpha (5:00–6:00pm Sundays) immediately before Youth 
Space – a space for those exploring questions of faith and life in a welcoming, non-pressurised 
environment. 
We are currently in need of a large portable screen to enhance our video game and multimedia 
options – a small request that would significantly improve the experience for our young people. 
Little Saints 
Our Little Saints group continues to thrive. Running on Thursday mornings in term time, this 
preschool group often welcomes 50+ people weekly. It remains a lifeline to many young families in 
the village – offering songs, free play, Bible-based crafts, refreshments, and vital peer support. 
Sunday Worship & Pub Church 
Our main Sunday services are growing steadily, with an average of 11 children and 38 
adults attending in person each week, plus an additional 11 regulars joining via Zoom. Children’s 
activities run weekly, and we remain committed to making our services inclusive and welcoming 
for all ages. 
Monday Night Pub Church continues to meet weekly at Greystones, offering a relaxed, 
discussion-based space to explore faith. We complement this with seasonal studies – most 
recently over Lent and Advent – often using film or creative media to spark conversation. 
Coffee Ark in Sawtry 
We’re thrilled that Coffee Ark – our community interest coffee shop– has found a new weekly 
home behind the Parish Council offices in the Wellbeing garden, serving the village 
every Wednesday from 8am to midday. 
Even in these early weeks, it’s clear this is a valuable space for connection and holistic support. 
We are grateful for the Parish Council’s support in enabling this and are exploring ways to further 
embed the work into village life. As always, mental health really is our cup of tea – and we look 
forward to developing new initiatives around this theme. 
Looking Ahead & Practical Matters 
• Youth Alpha launches in September – a new opportunity for young people to explore life 
and faith. 
• Summer Holiday Club – Under the Methodist Church leadership All Saints continues to 
support and resource this important venture. 
• Pub Church continues every Monday evening. 
• Churchyard Maintenance: We are facing increasing challenges in maintaining the 
churchyard and would welcome a wider conversation with the Parish Council about 
sustainable options moving forward. 
Thank you for your ongoing support and partnership. All Saints' remains committed to being a 
vibrant, accessible, and serving presence at the heart of Sawtry. 



 
 
 
 
 
Sawtry Litter Pickers  
 
The SLP now have 11 trolleys, which have made such a positive effect on our group.   
The challenges we constantly face just seem to keep growing from the variety in the collections including 
200+ cigarettes butts in one collection, broken glass, back window car frame and parcel shelf, 
overflowing bins especially at the top shops, vapes + boxes, energy drinks, fast food wrappers (usually 
McDonald’s and KFC but starting to see M&S, Greggs & Pret). 
 
Our group is crucial for keeping us all on the positive path, as individuals would have given up a long 
time ago. The team is such an amazing group of people who constantly give up their time - week in and 
out. No one asked us to do this - it is our choice and decision. 
 
We continue to accept new members, with one commitment - to put waste where it belongs (in the bin) 
and to keep our village and surrounding areas tidy. 
 
We continue to sponsor young adults for DoE awards, as well as equipping a local nursery so that they 
can clear their area, as well as entertain the children whilst educating. 
 
Engaging with SVA to make them aware of the litter escaping down Blind Lane. 
 
Counted the collection bag number in April - 30 bags, which we probably do month in and month out. 
 
Helped out at the Sawtry Carnival - what an amazing day and really showed the village at its best - all 
arranged by a small team of dedicated volunteers - they are just amazing. 
 
Our group has been invited by Caresco to a Tea and Cake event later this month, to thank our group for 
all that they do - this has really touched our group as they are all amazing volunteers themselves. 
 
We could really do with the Parish Council and Leading Members to assist with the following: 
 
Visiting Fares and craft shows should be fined if they do not take down their signage and posters after 
the event, as otherwise they are just litter and defacing public property. 
 
Education of school children to make the small effort to put the rubbish in the bin, to be fair it is not just 
school-age children as have seen adults chuck rubbish out of cars. 
 
Larger bins at the top shops - the overflowing bins are draining our efforts, as this is a weekly issue. 
There is also an element of weekly young adventure drinking from the constant collection of bottles 
around the back of the shops. 
 
CCTV to Police of the recent accelerated vandalism on the skate park - where is the Skate Park 
Committee now when the local households have to put up with the young adults mistreating the area? 
Bins being hoisted up into the trees, glass being smashed (constantly) on the skate ramps? 
 
Engaging with the Sawtry Leisure Centre to have the grate removed down the side of the container - I 
did engage at the Sawtry Carnival but unsure if this will be actioned.  
 
Thanks 



 
Liza 
 
 
 

Sawtry Colts FC 
 
Nothing major to report. 
 
We had another successful tournament which went off without any major problems. 
 
We are nervous about how the pitches fair in the very dry weather. We hope that they are not as bad as 
last year. 
 
The main pitch that the men’s team mainly use is very lumpy and bumpy, probably too late to do much 
for the coming season but it does really need looking at going forward. 
 
We continue to struggle for capacity for the growing club so would be interested to know if there is any 
movement with the possibility of gaining the adjacent field for more pitches in the future. 
 
For the long term, if we want to develop our men’s teams further, we will need to invest in facilities, the 
next level up from the league the men play in now requires flood lit pitches and some form of formal 
spectator stand. It would be lovely to have a plan to develop the facilities towards this goal. 
 
Other than those points all is well with us at GF for the time being, I think. 
 
Regards, 
Curt 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 

Sawtry Feast Supper Club 
 
This year's event was held on Tuesday, 3rd June, and we had wonderful weather.  The Feast Supper 
was held as normal at the Village Academy. 
 
We had 105 attendees and also 8 people who couldn’t attend due to illness. The President also had a 
guest table to include people who have given their time and support to the local community, many of 
them unsung heroes. 
 
The menu of the day consisted of Beef Pie and Vegetables with either Apple Crumble or Eton Mess for 
Dessert, followed by Mints with Tea and Coffee. 
 
The Entertainment for the Evening was provided by Mike Harris a Solo Guitar / Singer Artist, he 
performed two sets and had the guests up and dancing on the night an amazing night of entertainment 
had by all who attended. 
 
First Aid Support was provided by David O’Brian a First Responder whom we are pleased to report had 
a very quiet evening and was not required to provide first aid and instead enjoyed the entertainment. 
 
Over 16 adult volunteers assisted on the night, also the Kitchen Staff from the Academy donated their 
time in cooking for our guests, together with 20 students from the Academy in serving the guests; the 
students were exemplary and were a credit to the Academy. 
 
We were extremely fortunate this year to receive a Grant from the Parish Council to help towards 
running the Feast Supper as we needed to purchase equipment to continue holding the event as we 
needed Knives, Forks, Spoons, Trays, coffee pots etc this year so being granted a £200 Grant much 
assisted in helping us hold this event yet again. Together with this Grant, we also received some Raffle 
Prizes & sponsorship monies from PMV Car Sales, GB Plumbing & Heating, Golden Scissors Barbering, 
Premier Stores – John Green and Sawtry Cars we are so thankful for all the above this enables this 
amazing event to continue for yet another year. 
 
We are now starting to plan next year's event to make it even better than this year.  
 
Thank you once again to everyone for your support. 
 
Kindest Regards 

 
Karen Leader  
 
Karen Leader 
Sawtry Feast Supper 
Treasurer 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 

 

 CARESCO NEWSLETTER 

Customer Services  
The last 3 months have been an extremely busy but productive month for the whole of CARESCO. Things 
are now starting to settle down after many changes and we have a strong team of staff working together to 
support our volunteers and service users. There are some challenges ahead for our Charity but alongside 
those there are also some exciting plans for our future too!  
Our CARESCO Newsletter will now be issued every quarter rather than every other month. It will still be 
bringing you all the news from the last 3 months and a peak into what is happening in the upcoming months. 
We have all been very busy in many ways, most of which will be mentioned in the individual project reports. 
In April Dee Pike, our Grants Manager, and I were invited along to Redrow in Alconbury Weston to receive a 
cheque which was presented to us. This was very much appreciated. In May I attended a dementia day in 
Huntingdon, this was a very interesting day and full of information. To follow on from this in July we are 
offering Volunteers and Staff the opportunity to attend a Dementia Friend session, this looks like it is going to 
be well attended which is great news. June bought with it the Sawtry Carnival where as usual CARESCO 
had a big presence with our Minibus being part of the parade along with many CARESCO volunteers. It was 
a great atmosphere to be a part of. We had Tin Can Alley, a Pop-Up Gift Shop and Lucky Numbers on the 
field, we also had the CARESCO Café at the centre. Conversations are already being had as to how we can 
better what was already a great successful day.  
Whilst all of what you are about to read has been happening there is much more going on behind the scenes 
where we remain focused on delivering to our community and surrounding areas the services that they need 
and services that they enjoy.  
If Staff or Volunteer co-ordinators of projects who do not currently have an article in our Newsletter and 
would like to be included, please feel free to pop a paragraph or two to me and I will gladly include you in our 
next edition. Please find the deadlines for sending them to me for the rest of the financial year below:  
Friday 19th September – Issue 2 (July/Sept)  
Thursday 18th December - Issue 3 (Oct/Dec)  
Tuesday 24th March - Issue 4 (Jan/March)  
 
 

 Chatterbox  
In April the group went along to see the Sawtry RBL VJ/VJ 80th Anniversary Concert at the SVA, this was 
enjoyed by all. In May they gathered for conversation and games and in June the group were once again 
treated to some Air Fryer delights by Tina Campbell and me. There are many things arranged for the rest of 
the year which will make the Chatterbox gatherings even more enjoyable. 
 
 

 Tuck Shop  
In April we provided bacon rolls and hot drinks to spectators and players of 6 Colts football games. We also 
provided breakfasts to the Sawtry Walk to Run members who got together for a Sunday morning run. May 
was very quiet with 2 matches where we had volunteers available and other events which were happening 
on a Saturday morning which detracted from our Tuck Shop, but we are always available on a Saturday 
morning if we are needed. There were no games in June, but we look forward to providing a BBQ for the 
Colts awards ceremony in July. Read all about that in the next edition of the Newsletter. 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

CARESCO Centre Gardens  
The Centre Gardens are looking splendid, colourful, peaceful yet full of life! We now have a bench for people 
to enjoy at the front of the Centre. Lots of bedding plants and perennials have been planted. We welcomed 
another new Volunteer to the garden team in April which is great news. More pairs of hands are always 
appreciated. Our lovely rose is climbing over the Arbor that was donated. It looks very proud up there. We 
have been spending what is left of the grant that we were awarded by the National Garden Scheme and will 
look forward to a visit from one of their representatives in the coming months. To pre-empt the warm weather 
our watering rota is back up and running to ensure all the hard work that has gone into the garden isn’t 
ruined. We have had another couple of working parties during May. Our garden continues to be enjoyed by 
Staff, Volunteers, Service Users and Coffee Shop customers. We are also looking forward to opening it up to 
some of our community groups over the coming months whilst the weather is being kind to us. It’s good to 
hear all the compliments from customers of other projects when they are visiting the centre. We are once 
again looking forward to being part of Anglia in Bloom and look forward to the judges visit in July. As with 
every garden it is a never-ending task to keep on top of, but our Garden Volunteers are doing a wonderful 
job. 
 

Charity Shop  
Our Charity Shop continues to be a unique hub where customers come to either find something specific 
which like a miracle always seems to be there, to find an unexpected bargain or two or just to chat to our 
wonderful volunteers who work so hard to keep our little shop going. Over the last 3 months over 4000 
customers have visited us and over 1000 units of donations have been delivered to our back door. We are 
always humbled by the support of the Community and surrounding villages. Without this support CARESCO 
simply would not be able to offer the many important services we do. We are always aware that many of us 
are feeling the pinch with rising living costs. We try to ensure that we keep our prices as low as we possibly 
can whilst still raising the much-needed funds that are required to keep our Charity alive. In April we had a 
£10 Thursday offer, where customers were invited to fill a bag for £10! This was a big success and will be 
repeated in the coming months so watch this space. We have been making the most of the warm weather by 
using our outside rail, selling summer shorts and swimwear. Our Social Media page continues to help 
communicate what offers we have to share, we have over 700 followers, it’s good to see those numbers 
increasing. Over the last few months, I have registered 2 new volunteers for the shop, whilst we have enough 
volunteers to cover our shifts, we are always keen to increase our list of relief volunteers. We were delighted 
to support the carnival again this year. Our stalls were a big success and it was great to see the many 
costumes in the parade, some bought from us! 
 

Christmas Day Party  
After much deliberation the decision has been made that our Christmas Day party will not be going ahead 
this year. Our regular volunteers are all having a well-earned rest and will be spending some time with their 
loved ones. We would also like to increase our team of volunteers who help on the day which we realise is a 
big ask for this day and the weeks before which goes into the planning.  
We have reached out to our staff and volunteers and have had some positive feedback regarding availability 
for Christmas Day 2026 which is reassuring so we will hopefully be back again next year albeit with a slightly 
different format for the day. Please accept our apologies for any inconvenience this decision may cause.  
 
Sharon Dougherty – Customer Service Manager  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

 

Green End Day Club  
As the weather warms up it is lovely to have all the doors open at the club and for our members to enjoy the 
lovely garden, which is looking beautiful.  
Suzanne Millman, our Deputy Manager left us at the end of April. She was a wonderful colleague and was 
very loved by all the members. She will be greatly missed by all, and we wish her all the best for the future.  
Sarah Hughes joined our team on the 19th May as GEDC Supervisor. Sarah is already a wonderful volunteer, 
and I know she will bring so much to her new role. We are all very excited that she has join us.  
We also have a new minibus driver on a Monday and Tuesday, Geoff Lawler. Geoff joined us on 28th April 
and is already settling in very well.  
We always welcome anyone who would like to join us in a voluntary capacity. Whether that be in the club 
room or helping to chaperone our drivers on the minibus. Please pop into the centre for more information on 
either of these roles.  
We have been entertained by James Lebec at the club, a fantastic singer who really gets everyone joining in 
and singing along. We are also delighted that, Amanda; The Singing Gardener came in to sing for us. She 
has a lovely voice and always entertains with all the old favourites.  
We had a lovely meal on the 5th of June at Mulberry Tree Farm. It is a place the members enjoy going to with 
tasty food.  
Our next quiz is on Friday 8th August. Tickets are on sale now for £5.00 and we already have a list of 
reserved tickets. Please bring along your own snacks and drinks to enjoy. Please pop into the centre if you 
would like to put a team together and join us.  
Our next bus trip out is on Friday 4th July to Springfields. We have other trips planned so please let me know 
if you would like more information about these.  
Vicki Currington – GEDC Manager  
Vicki.currington@caresco.org.uk 
 

Coffee Shop  
Our Coffee Shop is still the place to be on a Friday morning between 09.00 and 11.30. Over the last 3 
months we have lost a couple of bakers due to other commitments, but I’m pleased to say I have registered 2 
more with another one due to start in July. This is good news for the Coffee Shop team who work so hard to 
bring such a good project together each week. We have sold an amazing 995 slices of cake and 343 Bacon 
Rolls to 529 customers in the last 3 months. Considering we are open on average 11 hours a month, I would 
say the proof is in the pudding – literally! We continue to offer our event table to anyone that has something 
they would like to share or sell, all we ask is for a £10 donation. In April we welcomed Daisy Dee who was on 
hand with gardening advise and plants for sale. In May Emma was showcasing and selling Orilflame and in 
June we were selling our Cream Teas where one lucky winner won a Luxury Cream Tea hamper for two. 
Please contact me if you would like to book an event table. We welcome our younger customers each week 
to the Coffee Shop, it is always good to see our Highchairs (donated) being put to good use. Our Coffee 
Shop volunteers always offer service with a smile even when they are rushed off their feet which is most 
weeks!  
Sharon Dougherty 
 

Strength & Balance  
Our Strength and Balance class continues to be a popular class with 154 people attending over the last 3 
months. The new system that was introduced back in March seems to be working well and it is good to see 
so many people enjoying and benefitting from this exercise class. When the class started a few years back it 
was possible to set it up as we were awarded a grant. As with a lot of grants the money spent had to fit a 
specific criteria and needed to be a new project. The project is no longer new but has been such a success 
that CARESCO have made a commitment to keep the classes going for as long as we can. If you think you 

mailto:Vicki.currington@caresco.org.uk


would benefit from this class which is held every Tuesday for one hour at 14.15, why not give it a try. Book 
your place by ringing the Centre on 01487 832105. Places are offered on a first come first served basis. 
Sharon Dougherty 
 

Foodbank  
Although we continue to receive very generous donations, we’ve recently had to start shopping for stocks. 
Fortunately, thanks to the Dee’s grant magic, we’ve had a few ASDA deliveries recently to keep us going.  
Whilst we’re still overstocked with pasta and baked beans, some of our weekly essentials need constant 
replenishment. These include tinned potatoes, tinned fruit, custard and rice pudding, tinned meats, UHT milk, 
biscuits, and crackers.  
We’re always humbled by the messages of gratitude from our users. I’m so thankful to our volunteers - the 
Foodbank could not function without their commitment, dedication and smiles every week!  
Lisa Stenhouse – Foodbank Supervisor 
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Friendship is at the heart of WI membership and Sawtry WI is a place where all women can experience friendship 

so why not come free to one or two of our members meetings and try it out? Visitors are always welcome.  

Members meetings are held on the first Thursday of each month at our WI Hall on Gidding Road, Sawtry PE28 

5TS, starting at 7pm with a speaker or activity followed by lovely refreshments, business, raffle and sometimes a 

competition.  As well as our varied programme for members meetings we also enjoy outings, social groups, an 

annual Spring Party and Afternoon Tea on 17th July. Contact us and we will send you a copy of our programme. 

 

Members are looking forward to the talks at members meetings.  On 7th August we have ‘An Enlightening 

Overview on Artificial Intelligence’, on 4th September ‘The First Women Doctors’ and on 2nd October a gardening 

talk ‘Crowbar to Crocosmia’.  In addition to the benefits of membership at Sawtry WI, members can join other WIs 

as a reduced rate, access free online learning, activities and events, receive a free magazine, access events at WI 

Centre in Huntingdon, join an online WI and get involved in campaigns.   

 

If you walk by our WI Hall on or after 17th July you will see one of our national campaigns ‘SOS for Honeybees’.  

Other recent WI campaigns are access to dentistry and more defibrillators with signposting as to where they are 

located. 

 

Sawtry Community Café is run by Sawtry WI members together with wonderful volunteers from our community.  

The Café is open on the first Saturday of each month held at Sawtry WI Hall.  Food is served from 12 noon to 

2.45pm and there is no cost, it is all free.  This is a great community space where residents of all ages come 

together to share food in friendship.  We average about 44 visitors at each Café.  The first shift 12-1.30 is always 

the busiest so if you prefer a quieter space do come after 1.30pm.  The Café is open to everyone in Sawtry and is 

funded by donations. 

 

sawtrywi@gmail.com            Instagram: Sawtry_WI          Sawtry WI | Facebook 

Jacqui Svensson, President      07841 647345.     https://sawtrywi.wixsite.com/sawtrywi     
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