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These are the minutes of the Community Committee on Wednesday 22nd October 2025 at 7.30pm in the 
Old School Hall.  Members of the Press and public are welcome to attend. 
 
 

MINUTES 
Present: Cllrs Potter, Mulcrone, Sanderson, Tuplin, Gadsby, Fitzgerald, Bhamra, Ingram, Isaacs, 

Margetts. 
 
 

  Legal Power/ 
Budget Heading 

1 Apologies for absence – Cllrs Bingham and Ashley – Absent  
 

 

2 Minutes of last meeting dated 23rd July 2025 – Approved, proposed by Cllr 
Tuplin seconded by Cllr Mulcrone and all in favour. 
 

 

3 Matters arising from previous minutes - None 
 

 

4 Members Declaration of Interest for agenda items - None  

Public Forum: 
If residents of Sawtry wish to speak on any item on the agenda (max 3 mins) the meeting will be  
suspended for a 10-minute open forum.  If you wish to speak, please inform the Clerk or the Chairman 
(Cllr Potter) at least 24 hours before the meeting. 
 

5 Community groups update: reports to be circulated. See appendix 1 
 

 

6 HDC Summer sports sessions – Report previously circulated See appendix 
2 

 

7 Vibrant Community Funding, Creative Arts East – update from the Clerk – 
Next show is WILD tickets on sale  
 

 

8 Magical Storytelling by Suzanne Arnold – 29th October 2025 – Tickets on 
sale 
  

 

9 Anglia In Bloom / Planters – Update 
9.1 – Anglia in Bloom Autumn Seminar 13th November 2025 at Harvest 
Centre, Brandon, Cllr Sanderson and the Clerk will attend, also currently 
going around the planters and replacing the plants, it’s been another dry 
spell which hasn’t helped but all the planters are looking good. 
 

 

10 Fireworks Display – 2nd November 2025 – Tickets currently on sale at the 
discounted rate from K Coopers Motors, CARESCO charity shop, Best One 
(Post Office) and the Parish Council office. 
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11 Remembrance Day – to note Parade date is 9th November 2025 start 
Church Street 10.20am. 
 

 

12 5K Santa Fun Run – 7th December 2025 – Just to note the date if anyone is 
interested. 
 

 

13 Christmas Carols 6pm 15th December 2025 outside Greystones. 
 

 

14 Christmas Tree and lights – Cllr Mulcrone and Cllr Gadsby to arrange. 
 

 

15 Date of next meeting – TBC 
 

 

 
Steve Browning   
Clerk to the Council/Proper Officer   
Committee:  Cllrs Potter (Chairman), Cllr Mulcrone, Cllr Sanderson, Cllr Tuplin, Cllr Gadsby, Cllr Bingham, Cllr Fitzgerald, Cllr 
Bhamra, Cllr Ingram, Cllr Isaacs, Cllr Margetts, Cllr Ashley. Representatives from – Village Academy, Infants School, Junior 
Academy, Carnival, CARESCO, All Saints Church, St Benedicts, Methodist Church, Litter Pickers, WI, Royal British Legion, 
Sawtry Working men’s club, Feast Supper Club, Sawtry Colts, Sawtry FC. 
 
 
Appendix 1 :  
 

Sawtry Social Club  

 
 Things slowed down a bit socially over the summer—totally understandable with holidays and 
people enjoying their own gatherings with the lovely weather we were blessed with the new 
fence in the garden has been completed together with a new bin storage area, both making the 
area a much nicer space to sit in. We hope to make a safe children’s area in a section of the 
garden, and we are also looking into providing a space inside where they can do their own thing 
whether it’s toys, games or tech.  
Anglia in Bloom was a challenge with the weather that we had – the planters struggled in the 
heat but we’re immensely proud to be part of a winning village We have recently held our first 
paid ticketed event of the season, ‘Now I’m Here’ a Queen tribute band, to be followed by the 
Outlaw Eagles in November and Robbie Williams and Gary Barlow in January.  These nights have 
been proven to be very popular with all the tickets selling out quickly.   
We will be commemorating Remembrance Sunday with a sing-a-long in the afternoon.  The Club 
will be decorated throughout with poppies. 
For Halloween we turn our garden into a fun spooky trick or treat station-it’s always a great 
night with Halloween music, smoke and lighting effects.  
For Xmas we have booked a kid’s entertainment company for their party – plenty of fun and 
games  
All the above events are open to members and non members all free of charge  
Our new Club rules have been agreed by our members at an EGM and are now with the FCA 
waiting for approval.  This will bring us up to date with new legislation and best practices. We 
will no longer come under the Friendly Societies Act 1974 but the Co-operative and Community 
Benefit Societies Act 2014 the purpose of which is ‘to serve the broader interests and benefit of 
the wider community’  
 
Carolyn Watts Club President  



 
 
 
 

Litter Pickers Report Oct 2025 

Equipment Status 

At present, we are well-equipped and do not require any additional supplies. However, we anticipate 
reviewing our equipment needs in the New Year, particularly if volunteer numbers continue to grow or 
existing items require replacement. At that point, we may look to seek additional sponsorship or support. 

Volunteer Engagement 

We are pleased to report a continued increase in the number of volunteers joining the group. Each new 
member brings a great deal of enthusiasm and a strong commitment to keeping our village clean. Their 
support is greatly appreciated and reflects the community’s shared concern for our local environment. 

We were also pleased to support the Sawtry Carnival, by clearing the parade route and litter picking through 
out the day, it was fabulous to be part of such a great community and the Committee do a marvellous job of 
coordinating the day. 

Litter Situation 

Despite our growing team, the amount of litter has not decreased significantly. In fact, recent road closures 
and associated traffic diversions have brought increased traffic through the village, resulting in more 
rubbish being left behind. This has added additional pressure on our volunteers, though we remain 
committed to our efforts. 

Suggestions for Improvement 

To help reduce the volume of litter, we would like to suggest the installation of two signs at the entrances to 
the village encouraging drivers and visitors to take their rubbish home with them. We believe a visible 
reminder could have a positive impact and support our ongoing efforts. 

Thank you for your continued support. We welcome any feedback or suggestions you may have and look 
forward to working together to keep our village clean and welcoming. 

Thanks 
 
Liza  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 The last 3 months have flown by, we are almost at the end of another quarter and talking about Christmas plans, 
it just doesn’t seem possible. It has been a very busy few months for all our projects, some of which you will read 
about in this Newsletter.  
August saw quite a big change as far as our Trustees were concerned. With 4 stepping down we were delighted 
to welcome 5 new Trustees who are already bringing their own individual skill sets to the table in such a positive 
way. This was obviously a worrying time for all staff, but the remarkable camaraderie and commitment that we 
have means we have weathered the storm and are now working together, even stronger than before to ensure 
that our Charity remains an important part of the Community.  
We held our AGM in September. There were lots of points raised from all sides, some of these, if not already, will 
be addressed in the coming weeks. Change is not always welcome but is often necessary to ensure that we keep 
up with the outside world and its demands but with the strong team we have here at CARESCO I hope that the 
majority of those that attended our AGM left feeling reassured that we have the right people in the right place to 
see that our Charity will be here for many years to come.  
There are lots of new ideas for fundraising on the horizon which will be announced as the year progresses. We 
are inviting our younger members of the Community to carve a pumpkin on the 29th of October, we’ll have our 
dancing feet on for our Disco Inferno on the 8th of November and there will be 2 Wreath Making sessions one on 
the 1st and another on the 8th of December. Whilst all of this is happening there will be additional activities 
happening within our projects, a Quiz, a Fashion Show, a Shopping Event to name but a few!  
In July we held a Dementia Friends session for Staff and Volunteers which was given by Seweryn on behalf of the 
Alzheimer’s Society. It was well attended and was extremely thought provoking.  
I am delighted to announce that it was confirmed at the beginning of this month by Support Cambridgeshire that 
our Good Governance mark has been renewed for another 3 years. This is truly wonderful news and once again 
shows what a committed team of Staff and Volunteers we have who go above and beyond to ensure our unique 
Charity continues to give the services expected by our community – Well done and Thank You to everyone who 
supports us in so many positive ways, long may it continue!  
If Staff or Volunteer co-ordinators of projects who do not currently have an article in our Newsletter and would like 
to be included, please feel free to pop a paragraph or two to me and I will gladly include you in our next edition. 
Please find the deadlines for sending them to me for the rest of the financial year below:  
Thursday 18th December - Issue 3 (Oct/Dec)  
Tuesday 24th March - Issue 4 (Jan/March)  

Sharon Dougherty – Customer Service Manager - Sharon.dougherty@caresco.org.uk 
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 Chatterbox  

 
There have been some interesting speakers at our Chatterbox projects over the last 3 months. In July we were 
visited by 2 members of Older Peoples Support who gave lots of advice and information of services available to 
them, they also answered many questions. In August Chatterbox service users enjoyed what has become an 
annual trip out for afternoon tea and in September they were visited by Seweryn on behalf of the Alzheimer’s 
society who gave a Dementia Friends presentation. Following some discussions with the group I have already 
started to fill up next year’s diary with speakers of interest.  
Sharon Dougherty 
 

Tuck Shop  

 
The Tuck Shop has received the fixture list from Sawtry Colts for this season; it is good to see that it includes 
some Falcon games. Earlier on this year an anonymous donator to the Falcons asked that the money be spent on 
having CARESCOs logo on the new match shirts. Such a kind gesture, we’re proud to be a part of this new girl’s 
football team. We were happy to support the Colts award ceremony again in July by providing a BBQ to the many 
people who attended. 120 burgers and 104 hot dogs were consumed, an amazing effort by our Tuck Shop team 
who, were happy to not see a burger or a sausage for a while after! We have started to serve Bacon Rolls and hot 
drinks again on a Saturday morning to spectators and players from the CARESCO Centre.  
In September we again supported the Sawtry Walk to Run 10-mile event. This is always a very busy event for us 
to be a part of but extremely worthwhile and enjoyable. The day started at 5.30am with preparations for 20 
breakfasts followed by serving 75 breakfast rolls. It ended in the afternoon with a stall on the SVA fields serving 
homemade bakes and cold drinks. Another great fundraiser for CARESCO 
Sharon Dougherty 
 

CARESCO Centre Gardens  

 
The CARESCO Gardens have seen lots of visitors over the last 3 months. The judges from Anglia in Bloom were 
the first. It was lovely to see the same judges as last year and they seemed pleased to see the way our garden 
has developed. As you will by now know, Sawtry achieved a gold award and we were very pleased to receive a 
certificate of nomination for best Community Project.  
We have welcomed 3 of Sawtry’s community groups for tea and cake into our garden over the last 3 months, 
members of the Sawtry WI, Sawtry Litter Pickers and the Sawtry Chorale. It was very special for us to be able to 
share our garden and our time with them. We know how important volunteer groups are to the village; it was just a 
small way to say Thank You. We are now enjoying the garden whilst it is still offering the last of its summer 
blooms and are turning our thoughts to getting it ready for the colder months ahead. The garden volunteers are, 
as always, being ever generous with their time and skills which you can see clearly when you take a stroll around 
the gardens. They have created such a colourful, peaceful and welcoming space to both human and wildlife 
Sharon Dougherty 
 

Charity Shop  

 
The shop continues to be an important part of the Village and it’s great to see our customers catching up whilst 
they are looking for that special bargain. We are regularly being donated fruit, veg and plants that members of the 
village have grown, these are always a popular buy. There really is something for everyone and if it’s not there 
today it probably will be tomorrow! We have received over 1100 units of donations over the last 3 months and 
welcomed just under 5,000 customers through our doors. Gift Aid continues to be a big part of our income with 
another 15 new registrations between July and September bringing our number to more than 2,500 Gift Aiders. 



We have also registered 3 new volunteers to the shop which is always great news. In July we welcomed Sophie 
Mayle to the shop. Sophie chose the Charity Shop as the place she wanted to be to do her Work Experience and 
we were more than happy to accommodate her. The feedback we got from Sophie was very positive. We are 
always keen to encourage the younger members of the village to experience volunteering and what it can bring to 
not just us but also the person giving their time. One of our volunteers has kindly offered to assist by putting some 
of our more exceptional donations on eBay, this is something that has been done in past years but with the growth 
of job roles time has not always allowed it, so it is good that we now have someone who is willing to support us 
with this. It has, so far, been quite fruitful for our charity.  
We are pleased to say we have a new Volunteer PAT tester and 2 new Volunteers who are putting new batteries 
into watches that are donated. We have 3 collection boxes for used or unwanted ink cartridges based at the shop, 
the centre and at Wellside Surgery. This is a great way of donating to CARESCO and reducing the amount that go 
to landfill.  
Sharon Dougherty 
 

Green End Day Club  
We have had a busy few months at the club. Sawtry infants have been in to decorate cakes with our members, it 
was lovely to see the older and younger generations chatting together. We had a lovely lady called Sangeesh 
cook a delicious Indian meal for us all, it was very tasty! Mobbii Magic brought their interactive table in to give us 
all a demonstration on how it works and all the different things you can do with it and how it can be used. It was 
brilliant and we all enjoyed having a play with it, it was so clever. Peter Day from Jukebox Legends entertained us 
all with the old-time songs. It was lovely to hear everyone singing along and having a good time. We had a trip out 
for lunch to The Boathouse. We cannot thank the staff enough for how helpful they were, and the food was lovely. 
We will be returning next year! Amy Goodwin spent a week with us on her work experience. She was a joy to 
have at the club, very helpful and well-liked by everyone. The Environmental Health Officer visited in July, and we 
are so please that we have retained our 5 Star Rating, this is due to our conscientious cook, Helen Trebes, who 
runs the kitchen so smoothly.  
Our Quiz Night in August was a huge success and we are now planning another one on 28th November. Tickets 
are priced at £5.00, with teams of 4 to 6 people. Please bring your own drinks and nibbles. If you would like tickets 
pop into the centre and let me know.  
We had a bus trip to Springfields in September. It was a lovely trip out, with everyone having a successful shop! 
Our next trip is on 3rd October to Brotherhood Retail Park. We still have a few spaces left if you would like to 
come. We offer door to door pick up and just ask for a £5.00 donation, so please let me know if you would like to 
book a seat.  
Vicki Currington – GEDC Manager  
vicki.currington@caresco.org.uk 
 

Coffee Shop  
The Coffee Shop continues to welcome people on a Friday morning between 09.00 and 11.30. Over the last 3 
months we have sold over 1,000 slices of cake and over 320 Bacon Rolls, this is an amazing figure for the 3 hours 
we are open a week. Our Takeaway service is still popular and we are regularly seeing new faces returning week 
after week. We have welcomed 2 new bakers which is always very much appreciated as the demand for our 
Coffee Shop grows. Our younger customers are still also enjoying our Coffee Shop.  
The garden is still being used when the weather allows, it’s great to see it being enjoyed by other projects.  
Card machine sales constantly out way our cash purchases which reiterates how important it was to make the 
decision to introduce the option of card or cash just over a year ago.  
For our volunteer bakers we continue to offer a store cupboard which consists of core ingredients. It’s there for 
volunteers to use if they wish to and hopefully goes a little way towards saying Thank You to everyone who 
supports this wonderful project which grows week on week.  
At the end of each session IF there are any cakes left over that we are unable to freeze they are taken along to 
Salon 42 who offer them to their customers for a donation to CARESCO so our bakes really are enjoyed 
throughout the village!  
Yet another project I am so proud to support where each week the choice of bakes, both savoury and sweet are 
second to none. Service is always with a smile from our dedicated kitchen volunteers; nothing is too much trouble.  
If you haven’t visited us yet, please put it on your ‘Things To Do’ list, you won’t regret it.  
Sharon Dougherty 
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Strength & Balance  
Our Strength & Balance group enjoys a very energetic get together every Tuesday from 14.15 to 15.15 at the 
CARESCO Centre.  
Each week when I listen from a nearby office it always good to hear Harrison, the instructor, encouraging and 
guiding everyone who is enjoying the class.  
We were delighted to hear that we have been successful in receiving a grant which means the cost of our 
Strength and Balance project is now secure for another 2 years. This was very well received by the people that 
attend. Another success by our Grants Officer Dee Pike so a big Thank You to her.  
183 people have attended this class over the last 3 months and it’s great to hear the feedback of how much of a 
difference it is making to their lives. Anyone can attend this class, just give the office a call to book your place.  
Sharon Dougherty 
 

 

Foodbank  
We’ve had some super generous donations recently from Sawtry WI and various residents in our community. As 
we move into autumn, we look forward to replenishing certain dwindling stocks to support those in need. We’d 
welcome any top-ups of our weekly essentials – all the tins – potatoes, fruit, and meats, that will help build some 
nourishing meals for our users.  
One of the wonderful things about working with the foodbank is the blend of compassion and humour from our 
volunteers. And the messages of gratitude I receive are truly humbling. Huge thanks to all of those who work with 
us – what you do makes a real difference.  
Lisa Stenfield – Foodbank Supervisor 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
Sawtry Women’s Hub Report October 2025 
 
The Sawtry Women’s Hub made a positive start to the year 2025, with a strong inaugural 
event in March ‘Hidden Heroine’ in honour of International Women’s Day. 
This was followed up by a Games Night which was well received, despite the adverse 
weather and dropout rate. 
During the summer break members of the hub did not meet and therefore planning for the 
autumnal events & initiatives were not progressed. 
The continued focus for the hub is as follows: 
 
1. Structure 
- Establishing a committee to take up roles and agree a constitution 
- Securing a bank account to support with grants / funding applications 
- Progressing funding applications to support future events and initiatives 
2. Survey 
- To understand the needs of the village and what the women need to be 
supported, connected and integrated into the community. 
- To collate the interests of women and promote these interests within the Council 
and amongst other community groups 
3. Violence against women and girls 
- Following the feedback late 2024 regarding safety concerns on Bill Hall Way, we 
requested a new lamp post and begun discussions on an awareness campaign 
about safety in the village. 
- Given the increase in violence against women and girls nationally, these matters 
have been raised with the local schools with a view to collaborating with the 
school and other local organisations. This would also be a collaboration with the 
charity ‘Enough’ who have a well-established campaign model, tools and 
resources to support this initiative. We would require funding for this 
collaboration. We had hoped to host initiative in July 2025 and having missed 
this date due to calendar alignment challenges, we are exploring alternative 
dates and arrangements with the respective parties to ensure it is meaningful 
collaboration and achieves the aim of raising awareness and safeguarding this 
group in our village and surrounding areas. 
 
4. Women’s Outreach 
 
- Last year, 2024, we arranged an outreach imitative at the Sawtry Hall, to support 
those isolated and need of help at this critical time of year. We learnt there are 
people in need, but they are hard to reach groups therefore a tactical approach 
needs to be developed to reach these individuals. 
- This year we will consider the best approach to reaching the relevant women in 
need in time for Christmas 2025. 
 
 
 



 
 
 
Appendix 2 : 
 

2025 summer programme 
Sawtry parish 
 
Planned sessions 6 
Delivered sessions 5.5 
Number of session pre-bookings 107 
Actual session attendances 84 
% of attendance 79% 
Number of individual children participated 51 
Hours of physical activity provided 11 hours 
 

Gender 

Male - 36 
(71%) 
Female – 15 
(29%) 
 
Parent’s/Guardian’s 
satisfaction 

97% 
  
Children’s 
Satisfaction 

100% 
 
Feedback 
“My son absolutely loved these sessions, the variety of sports and the leaders 
did a fantastic job. ” 
“A warm environment that invites you to step outside your comfort zone.” 
“Our middle child has autism, and the female coach was exceptionally attuned 
to his needs. We were truly impressed by her genuine understanding and 
thoughtful approach to his unique requirements.” 


