The Old School House
37 Green End Road
Sawtry

Huntingdon

PE28 5UY

Tel: 01487 831771

Office Open 9.00 — 1.00 Mon — Fri
E mail: clerk@sawtry-pc.gov.uk

www.sawtry-pc.gov.uk

These are the minutes of the Community Committee on Wednesday 16™ April 2025 at 7.00pm in the Old
School Hall. Members of the Press and public are welcome to attend.

MINUTES

Legal Power/
Budget Heading

1 Apologies for absence — Clir Whittaker, Clir Bhamra, Clir Mulcrone, Clir
Gadsby

2 Minutes of last meeting dated 16" October 2024 — Previously approved.

3 Matters arising from previous minutes - None

4 Members Declaration of Interest for agenda items — CliIr Tuplin item 11 and

14

Public Forum:
If residents of Sawtry wish to speak on any item on the agenda (max 3 mins) the meeting will be

suspended for a 10-minute open forum. If you wish to speak, please inform the Clerk or the Chairman
(ClIr Potter) at least 24 hours before the meeting. 5§ members of the public attended

5

Community groups update: reports to be circulated. — See appendix 1

6

Connections Bus Project — Update new bus launch — Monday 215t April
10.30 — 12.30 at Histon Baptist Church.

7

Vibrant Community Funding, Creative Arts East — update from the Clerk,
currently working on a new show and further details to follow

Anglia In Bloom / Planters — Update — Will be holding the first working party
meeting next Wednesday at the Parish Council office. We have received
some grant funding from HDC so this money has been spent on the Parish
Council wellbeing garden and Anglia in Bloom, we have purchased 2 new
planters, and will have a rewilding area at St Judiths along the footpath.

VEB80 celebrations — 81" May 2025

9.1 - Flag raising at the Old School Hall 8" May 2025 9.00am then
afterwards will be placing a wreath at the All-Saints War memorial courtesy
of the RBL.

9.2 — Lighting the Beacon at St Judiths field 81" May 2025 9.30pm, the
beacon has also now been relocated to the mound.

9.3 — VEB8O0 Children’s art competition — closing date is Friday 25" April then
the 3 judges Clir Bywater, Clir Bingham and Billy Corner RBL will pick the
winners of each age group and prizes will be issued.

10

Accessibility Around the Village — update from the working party — Clir
Bingham — The working party consists of 4 Councillors and 2 residents, and
we meet every 3™ Tuesday of each month, if anyone else would be
interested in joining please contact the Clerk. The accessibility survey is
currently live and the details are on our website and Facebook pages —
closing date 30" April 2025, then the working party will meet up to discuss
the survey results and decide on the next steps.



mailto:clerk@sawtry-pc.gov.uk

2 David Ogilvie benches have been approved and in the process of being
ordered, one for Deerpark to replace the existing one and the other bench
will replace the existing bench near the medical practice.

11 Sawtry Feast Supper Club — 3 June 2025 — CliIr Tuplin, the invites will be
going out shortly, we have around 100 spaces available for over 65’s, this
year we have new caterers so hopefully the quality of the meals will improve.

12 Sawtry Carnival — 14™ June 2025 — This year the theme is Safari, and the
Parish Council will have a stand in Old School Hall, and we are looking at
volunteers,

13 Sawtry 10 run — to note date 7" September 2025, Clir Isaacs and the Clerk
will enter this year.

14 Sawtry Show — to note 13" September 2025 — Entries can be handed into
the Parish Council office as with previous years.

15 Remembrance Day — to note date Parade 9" November 2025

16 Date of next meeting — 23™ July 2025

Steve Browning

Clerk to the Council/Proper Officer

Committee: Clirs Potter (Chairman), Clir Mulcrone, Clir Sanderson, CliIr Tuplin, Clir Whittaker, Clir Gadsby, ClIr Bingham, Clir
Fitzgerald, Clir Bhamra, ClIr Ingram, ClIr Isaacs Representatives from — Village Academy, Infants School, Junior Academy,
Carnival, CARESCO, All Saints Church, St Benedicts, Methodist Church, Litter Pickers, WI, Royal British Legion, Sawtry
Working men’s club,

Appendix 1 -

All Saints' Sawtry

Are highlight of 2025 so far has been our growing youth group called Youth Space running on Sunday
evenings 6-7:30pm in term time. We now see 12 young people (School years 7-13) on average each
week. After Easter we have invited those in year 6 to join the fun with an aim to support their transition to
secondary school this September. We have young people from a mix of schools and enjoy an array

of boardgames, tuck, some video games, chat, quizzes etc. We are in need of a large portable screen to
enable different games and expand our offering. In September in addition to Youth Space we will be
launching Youth Alpha 5-6pm and excited by the organic way this has grown from the group which is
predominantly non church goers.

Little Saints which runs on a Thursday term time is our pre school offering and sees on average 50+
through the door weekly. This is a supportive group offering songs, fund, free play, bible-based craft and
refreshment. This is the highlight of many people’s weeks and a real joy.

Sunday services see the congregation grow, we have weekly activities for children and have 11
children and 38 adults (plus an additional 11 on Zoom) on average each week. We love our Monday
Night Pub Church held at Greystones and combine this with various seasonal bible studies, such as
Lent and Advent.

Coffee Ark

Coffee Ark are delighted to be working in partnership with Sawtry Parish Council offering a new weekly
location behind the parish council offices each Wednesday 8am-midday. Even in our early stages of this
venture we can see what a valuable space it is and look forward to embedding in the location and
holistically supporting alongside serving those we meet. We continue to seek ways we can best deliver
our objectives in Sawtry and are excited about what is ahead. Mental Health really is our cup of tea.

Reverend Canon Becky Dyball




Report for April 2025 Communities Meeting Sawtry Parish Council.

Sawtry W1

tneWI

INSPIRING WOMEN
Registered Charity Number 229016

The February members meeting saw four inspiring women Parish Councillors which included one of our own WI
members. The games and social we had in March after the Annual Meeting voting of committee and president
were very well received by members. Our membership year begins in April and we are currently accepting new
members.

Suffolk and Cambridge Blood Runners gave a talk on 3™ April about their work collecting and delivering
emergency supplies to health sites where they are acutely needed. ‘Up The Garden Bath’ will be speaking on 1%
May about their work recycling baths and sinks for use as planters in community spaces and we are expecting the
‘Tally Ho’ Project to talk to us on 5 June.

Visitors are always welcome to our members meetings and if any woman would like to come to one or two
meetings to see if you would like to join us, there will be no charge. Members meetings are held on the first
Thursday of each month at our WI Hall on Gidding Road, Sawtry PE28 5TS, starting at 7pm with a speaker or
activity followed by lovely refreshments, business, raffle and competition. As well as our varied programme for
members meetings we also enjoy outings, social groups and an annual Spring Party.

Our programme for members meetings for the period April 2025 to March 2026 has a variety of speakers and
activities on topics such as gardening, driving, health, Al history, craft and charity work abroad. Let us know if
you would like a copy.

Sawtry Community Café is run by Sawtry WI members together with wonderful volunteers from our community.
The Café is open on the first Saturday of each month held at Sawtry WI Hall. Food is served from 12 noon to
2.45pm and there is no cost, it is all free. This is a great community space where residents of all ages come
together in friendship. We average about forty visitors at each Café. The first shift 12-1.30 is always the busiest so
if you prefer a quieter space do come after 1.30pm. The Café is open to everyone in Sawtry.

Jacqui Svensson
President


https://www.thewi.org.uk/

The Sawtry Feast Supper Club

The Sawtry Feast Supper Club last met for their committee meeting at Sawtry Bowls Club in March of
this year to finalise details of the Supper for this Year.

We have sent letters to local businesses over the past week regarding sponsorship for our event in
June, we have received a few Raffle Prizes also ahead of our event.

We recently held our Easter Bingo at Sawtry Club which raised £337 towards the Feast Supper which is
fab news and was well attended by the villagers.

The Invitations are all printed and street lists are all prepared for delivery to our lovely volunteers around
the village who will start delivering the invites this week, numbers are needed for the caterers by mid
may so they can order the food for the night.

Entertainment has all been booked and we have a super entertainer who performs all genre of music to
look forward too.

We are in the process of purchasing Knives Forks and Spoons for this year's supper as the college
unfortunately did not have enough of this last year so these along with banquet roll and trays for carrying
plates will be purchased this month.

Everything is well in hand we are just waiting for confirmation of the meal menu for approval for the
night.

We have booked for a First Aid Person to attend the night also, which hopefully they will not be required,
just on standby.

As to numbers we are around the 100 mark at present however when our lovely delivery people do their
rounds they normally get asked if their friend can attend whom lives at xyz address in the village so
typically numbers usually rise by around 20 ish

We would like to thank the Parish for their help financially which has paid for this year's entertainment, it
is much appreciated.

If any of the Parish Council are aware of anyone whom would like to attend that has not contacted us
please feel free to give our details to them for addition to the list.

We will be placing an advert on our Facebook page also in the coming days reminding everyone the
Feast is fast approaching etc.

Kindest Regards

{,aren Leader

Karen Leader



Sawtry Litter Pickers

Sawtry Litter Pickers have continued to collect litter throughout Sawtry and the surrounding areas,
please see posts and photos on Facebook. | will try and submit an update in the Sawtry Eye as not
everyone is on FB and we want to ensure we update the whole

Community.

We received 2 trolleys from the Cambridgeshire PCC through the HDC environment fund bid, took a
long time due to numerous delays, but so pleased to receive enough money for 2 trolleys.

Please note that we are also very thankful to the Coffee Ark, as we are not a charity and have no bank
account to receive money - HUGE thank you to Becky and the team.

Unfortunately Hunts group were closing, so we were very grateful to receive a further trolley and litter
pickers.

The trolleys made such a huge difference as we can now collect more and offers our bodies protection
against aches and pains through carrying the heavy loads.

We put out a “Just Giving” request for £300 and before | could turn it off it far exceeded the amount and
was at about £475.

This meant we could buy 3 double trolleys for our team. Outstanding and so very grateful for the
wonderful comments and the range of people who donated.

We also received notification from Paul Chalkley that he had purchased 2 trolleys for us and then
Spirotech reached out and purchased us a further trolley.

Sawtry Parish reaches out and offered us 4 trolleys but as we had already received so much we agreed
for them to purchase 2 trolleys.

For the month of April we have collected 16 bags so far.
We now need help in trying to educate or provide signage to reduce the litter, as it just keeps coming.

The top shops are creating a lot of work as a group of people regularly gather and leave smashes
bottles - counted over 15 on one occasion.

There is also a large amount of rubbish gathering at the back of the shops, with risk to health and safety
as some tiles have been there for over 6 months and concern they could contain asbestos.

Any assistance that the Parish Council can provide would be very much appreciated.

Thanks
Liza



ROYAL BRITISH LEGION

April 2025

The Sawtry & District Branch continues to meet in the first Monday of each month (except January &
August) in the Sawtry Social Club @ 7:30PM.

Due to illness of our Chairman we also had to cancel our February meeting. Some of the other members
of the committee have now stepped up to help run the branch in the interim.

We also had to cancel our annual RBL Quiz night due to this illness and will look to bring it back next
year but maybe in a different format as there was little take up from community teams this year.

Since the last report we have continued our working relationship with the RBL Brampton Branch mainly
via the old secretary but we have also tried to reach out to other local branches to be honest without
much success, but we will keep trying.

We continue to meet up at the Sawtry Club on the last Friday of the month at 4pm. This is open to all
Veterans, RBL and AFVBC members and have also started using the Caresco Friday morning coffee
mornings @ 10am to meet up usually on the 3™ Friday of the month but some of us go every week.

Since the last meeting we have held our Christmas Bingo and Easter Bingo events which have been
very well supported. The recent Easter Bingo raised £400.

One of our Branch Members took part in the London Poppy Day appeal on 31 October and was present
on a stand at St Pancras International Station.

Meetings — Since the last report we have had 3 Branch meetings with an average attendance of 6. Our
October meeting saw us hold the AGM which included the election of three new committee members
who have become very active in the group which is very good news.

Membership — Branch membership currently stands at 63 members One being the MP for Huntingdon
Ben Obese-Jecty who is a veteran. We continue to advertise on Social media and at the AFVBC to
raise our profile in the area and recruit new members. Again only approx. 50% of this membership is
actually local.

Future Events

VE/VJ Day Anniversary — As a Branch we are hosting a VE/VJ Day 80" Anniversary Concert at the SVA
on Saturday 26 April starting at 7pm. We have Wyton & Brampton Military Wives Choir and the HUMS
Big Band performing. Tickets are still available online, Sawtry Secretary or Mr Stewart Wylie. The Parish
support for this would be appreciated and we have invited the Parish Chair and guest.

We will also be taking part in the Parish flag raising ceremony on Thursday 8 May.

The RBL will then attend the War memorial and lay a wreath at 0930hours and mark the 2-minute
silence as it still a time or remembrance for all those who gave their lives. It is understood the Parish will
not be laying a wreath but one is available if they change their minds. The RBL will put out a post on
social media about the wreath laying inviting members of the public.

There will once again be a RBL & Poppy Appeal stand at the Sawtry Carnival in June with the return of
the very popular ‘Play Your Cards Right’ game!

Poppy Appeal —

The 2024 Poppy Appeal has now closed as we prepare for the 2025 Appeal. The closing total raised
was £9,937.50.




Greystones Public House

Please find some bullet points which | hope will be useful.

Air Ambulance collection on the bar over £500

Bingo Night held to raise money for the Church roof. Over £400 on the night.

Easter egg hunt and family fun day being held in association with Sawtry Cars this Sunday.

Various village groups utilising the Greystones. Carnival committee, Sawtry FC & Colts, Craft group,
Child Minders, Veterans breakfast, Running Club, Church groups including Alpha to name a few.

Continued support of Sawtry Litter Pickers.
Car Boot Sale proving FOC stalls for local businesses (27/4/25).
Buffet provided for the successful Ladies appreciation day organised by Joy.

Selection evening hosted for the second year running for the carnival and continued support for the
carnival event in June.

Annual community day being held in August (16/8/25) providing free live music - Greyfest.

Charity day at the back end of August for Issac Kent.

| believe that MOTO should be offering local businesses some kind of loyalty/discount card as a gesture
of goodwill as there is bound to be some impact. We have certainly seen a drop in footfall so have
decided to open later, this | would say is mainly effecting the kitchen.

It would be interesting to see if any other business’s have felt an impact since the opening?

Hope this helps mate. We hope you have a great evening.

Many thanks,
Jimmy.



CARESCO

Customer Services

Another busy month has passed, as you will see from the individual project reports below. April looks to
being another busy one with what we hope will be sunnier weather, this always lifts the spirits.

| have met with several people who have shown an interest in volunteering for CARESCO and they are now
supporting some of our projects which is great news.

| have been working with Hunts Forum towards having our Good to Govern Mark renewed for a further 3
years, we are keeping our fingers tightly crossed for that. They always give our charity such good, positive
support and guidance which is always appreciated.

Our projects have produced some amazing stats during the month of March. It's always good to see the
great results that are achieved by our team of Staff and Volunteers.

The Community Support project has given their service by way of delivering 57 prescriptions in March, such
a support for those who are unable to collect medication themselves.

Our Car Scheme continues to look for more drivers to be a part of this much needed project with 200 miles
covered during the month of March. If you know of anyone that may be interested in joining them, please ask
them to contact our Admin Team on 01487 832105 who will pass their details on.

Last month | had a conversation with the CEO of a charity called Sew Positive, this very small charity has
been nominated for the Kings Award for Voluntary Services and Melissa was given my name so that we
could talk and share what the experience feels like. Her enthusiasm and worries reminded me of how we felt
when we were nominated and the pride when we received the award. It was a real honour to be asked to talk
to her about our charity and a reminder of what a great charity CARESCO continues to be. | hope Sew
Positive will be successful this year.

Thank You for all the support you give us whether it be by being a member of Staff, Volunteering, Guidance,
Information Sharing — by being part of our wonderful Charity, it truly is appreciated and much needed.
Sharon Dougherty — Customer Service Manager — sharon.dougherty@caresco.org.uk

Tuck Shop

Things seem to be going well with the Tuck Shop. Our banners are letting people know where we are on a
Saturday morning although the games which take place on the lower pitch tend not to come up as they drive
in and out through the SVA entrance.

It's good to be up and running again and providing a much-appreciated Bacon Roll - 56 in March along with
58 Hot Drinks!

We will also be providing a cooked breakfast to SWTR on the 13th of April from the centre after they have
finished their group run. This is something we always enjoy offering and is usually very much enjoyed after a
nice long run. - 2 -



CARESCO Centre Gardens

Now that the weather is starting to be a little kinder, we are turning our attentions to the centre gardens
again. A working party was arranged towards the end of March which has left the garden looking lovely and
ready for the Spring sunshine.

There is much work to do before the end of May when our grant from the National Garden Scheme will need
to be spent and we will be receiving a visit so that we can show off where the money has gone and the hard
work that has been put into making the space a much nicer place to enjoy.

The Bistro tables have already been bought out a couple of times for the Coffee Shop customers to enjoy
and our Tuck Shop customers. The Green End Day members will be joining us in planting some bulbs or
vegetables over the next few weeks as the weather improves. Please take some time to have a wander
around the garden as it is slowly coming back to life again, there’s a lot to see out there and it really is a
peaceful space.

Charity Shop

The shop had a bit of a slow start to the new year but sales are starting to pick up at last. During the month of
March, we welcomed 1249 customers and accepted 334 units of donations. We now sort donations on the
same day that they are dropped off which means they really are raising funds faster than ever for our Charity.
We have registered 2 new Volunteers who have joined our relief list and 1 who has joined our regular team
during the week.

The company we use for our rags has changed its policy with regards to what it will accept now, to fall in line
with most companies. This means we are unable to send as much to them which in return means a reduction
in what they pay us. We are now only able to send them items that have not sold from the shop floor which
also means we are no longer able to accept rags from customers. This is a real shame and has affected the
income we receive from them but all companies, I'm afraid, are working to the same rules now and it is being
reported widely on the news what a negative affect this is having on a lot of charity shops nationwide.

Our Gift Aid register is continuing to grow with 13 new customers being added during March.

The shop is now on the Recycle4Charity website which means people will be able to see that we are
collecting old or unused inkjets. Once full the box is sent off and CARESCO receive a payment. Cartridges
can be dropped off at the shop or the centre. Please remember to let friends and family know that we are
also happy to receive any foreign coins that are no longer needed which we send off using Cash4Coins who
will exchange it for sterling.

Now that April is upon us, we will be concentrating on displaying and selling our Easter donations and with
the sunnier weather approaching we are hoping that this will encourage people to visit the shop, this has
certainly been the case this week and has reflected in our sales.

Our outside rail has been dusted off and is now offering some really good quality men’s wear. Come on down
and take a look for a bargain or two, they’re always available at our brilliant little shop. - 3 -



Coffee Shop

The Coffee Shop is continuing to amaze me every week.

March saw our customers enjoy 403 portions of cake and 137 bacon rolls!

Following on from a meeting with the Coffee Shop team we discussed what things can be done to support
our wonderful bakers, as along with the increase in customers comes more bakes being required. A store
cupboard has been put in place where the core ingredients are available for bakers to help themselves to.
What is in the cupboard is determined by our bakers.

We now have 2 highchairs, 1 booster seat and a changing station which is situated in the disabled toilets.
One of my aims when | was asked to oversee the Coffee Shop nearly 2 years ago was to encourage younger
customers to enjoy our Coffee Shop as they are our future so I’'m very pleased to see this coming into
fruition.

As the weather brightens up our Bistro sets will be brought out into the garden for our customers to enjoy. If
you’ve not given us a try yet please do pay us a visit, you won’t regret it!

Green End Day Club

It has been a very busy time at the club. We have had KJ and the Catt in to sing for us. They were brilliant
and went down a storm with all our members. We have now booked them to return later in the year.

We had a visit from Lucy Lewis, Britain’s first female bomb disposal expert. She gave such an interesting talk
and the members asked her so many questions. She brought along her book which many of them
purchased.

We had a bus trip to Hampton in February which was very popular and a good time was had by everyone.
Our new chairs have arrived in the club room thanks to a grant that our Grants Officer acquired for us. They
are lovely and brighten up the room.

Our quiz supper on 7th March was a huge success and we raised £469.00 for the club. Our next quiz supper
is on 6th June. Please come in and reserve tickets as they sell very quickly.

We are always looking for chaperones for our bus and for volunteers in our club room. Please contact us or
pop in and see us during club hours if you are interested in either of these.

Vicki, Suzanne and Helen - 4 —



Foodbank

We’ve continued to feel the love from our community at the Foodbank — with some gorgeous donations from
individuals and organisations. However, we do want to remind people that if it's more than a bag full they
need to make a prior arrangement by contacting us on

07743 593683 or email: foodbank@caresco.org.uk to make an appointment.

With a couple of new volunteers since the beginning of the year, our teams are now fully operational again.
Thanks to the current abundance in the stock room (we definitely don’t need any more baked beans or pasta
right now) we’ve reviewed and revised the pick lists. This ensures that those in need are benefiting directly in
their weekly parcels.

We’re now looking at new ways to reach out into our community and have changed the messages in this
month’s Sawtry Eye.

Finally, as part of a wonderful grant we received thanks to Dee (and a bit of design magic from Donna) we'’re
sending out a small recipe book to our service users that includes tips for budgeting.

My heart is full at the way CARESCO is able to support Sawtry and the surrounding area via the Foodbank.
Thank you to all who make this possible — Lisa Stenfield — Foodbank Supervisor



Bus Connections Youth Project

Week Commencing

Number

Notes

09 Sep

13

welcome back session enjoying
pool, and hama beads.
Conversations about holiday
activities, GCSE results, plans
for future sessions.

16 Sep

17

Lots of use of the equipment: air
hockey, pool, switch, board
games and mask making.
Conversations about family use
of social media, TikTok at school
(going to bathroom to do during
school day), future aspirations
and goals, improved family
relationships, being kind (art
piece).

23 Sep

22

Enjoyed card games, making
various hama bead and
Loomband items, pool, Switch
and table football.
Conversations about careers,
post A-levels, adapting to FE,
relationships, attitudes to
learning, music shows and being
competitive.

30 Sep

15

Good use of usual activities plus
diamond cut Halloween craft.
Lots of conversation tonight:
babies, family experiences,
attitudes to overprotective nurse
(hospital admission), illnesses,
new relationships, respecting
club equipment, parents ages
and attitudes, school holiday
activities.

07 Oct

cancelled, staff

sick

14 Oct

18

Enjoyed a good selection of
board games, Switch, pool, table
tennis etc. Keen to continue and
finish craft from last time.
Conversations about other clubs
and activities, military
connections, A-levels (the
reality), vocational options,
anxiety attacks and strategies
for dealing with. Had to
intervene regarding bullying
behaviour towards new
members and appropriate
behaviour for youth club.

21 Oct

18

Made rice crispies cakes, table
tennis, art work project. Also a c-




card pick-up. Conversations
about cats, half-term,
relationships with grandparents
(good and bad), improved
behaviour and settling back into
school. Plus some reminders
about others property and taking
photos.

28 Oct

Half-term

04 Nov

19

Good use of table tennis,
Switch, sequin art and sketch
art. Some issues with disrespect
from several year 7s had to be
challenged plus some bullying
behaviour asking for money
(required lots of intervention and
support). Also conversations
about family incident and
disappointment, relationships,
self-worth, respect of equipment,
filming on phones and plans for
future sessions.

11 Nov

17

Most enjoyed the hotdogs and
spores evening as well as doing
Mandala colouring. Also used
the usual equipment. Did not run
tuckshop due to mess from last
week which allowed for
discussion around respect and
expectations. Year 7s are
missing being able to play
football due to dark evening, so
tried to get them to discuss
alternatives. Conversations
about relationships, trips out,
fireworks, Trump and exams.

18 Nov

18

Encaustic art went down well
alongside usual activities. Lots
of conversations about “terrible
week”, where to get support, trip
to Old Trafford, Christmas plans
for blended families,
relationships for those on
autistic spectrum, eating habits,
rehearsals for performance,
learning Spanish on Duolingo.
Couple of older group checked
in and said they had been too
busy to attend every week.




