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These are the minutes of the Amenities Committee on Wednesday 17th September 2025 at 7.00pm in 
the Old School Hall. Members of the press and public are welcome to attend. 
 

MINUTES 
 

 

  
Cllr Tuplin Chaired the meeting 

Legal Power/ 
Budget Heading 

1 Apologies for absence – Cllrs Bingham, Gadsby, Sanderson, Potter 
approved, Cllr Ingram Absent. 

 

2 Minutes of last meeting dated – 17th June 2025 - Approved  

3 Matters arising from previous minutes – None  

4 Members Declaration of Interest for agenda items - None  

Public Forum: 
If residents of Sawtry wish to speak on any item on the agenda (max 3 mins) the meeting will be 
suspended for a 10-minute open forum.  If you wish to speak, please inform the Clerk or the Chairman at 
least 24 hours before the meeting. 6 members of the public attended  
 

5 Allotments – Lead Councillor – Cllr White 
5.1 Update – Both allotments looking in good condition, the monthly checks 
are going well, and the replacement fencing at St Judiths starts next 
Monday. 
5.2 Bench Siting – We have replaced the old bench by the medical practice 
and will site this bench at the top of the allotments; Cllr White will work with 
the office for the exact location. 
5.3 CCTV – The current plan was to install a camera at Belgrave square; 
however, this would be better suited at the top of St Judith for extra security 
for the allotment holders – Proposed to install the Camera at St Judiths by 
Cllr White seconded by Cllr Mulcrone and all in favour. 
 
 

Smallholdings 
and Allotments 
Act 1908 

6 Green Spaces – Lead Councillor - Cllr White   
6.1 Update – no issues to report. 
6.2 Tree Survey – work to be carried out – Quotes previously circulated, 3 
quotes were provided was agreed to go with Global Tree Solutions quote 
£3690 plus VAT Proposed by Cllr Mulcrone seconded by Cllr Bhamra and all 
in favour. 
 

Open Spaces 
Act 1906 

7 Play Areas – Cllr Isaacs will take over as lead Councillor 
7.1 Update by the Clerk – All repair work at Green End Road play park has 
been carried out as per our recent play park inspection. No other issues to 
report. 
 

LGA 1972 
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8 Cemeteries – Lead Councillor – Cllr Tuplin  
8.1 Update – No issues to report other than the paths at St Andrews 
8.2 Paths and Hedges – maintenance – St Andrews paths are starting to 
crack in places and will need maintenance work, we will try and hold off till 
next year’s budget but if they get worse, we will need to carry out the work 
beforehand. To Improve the look at St Andrews we will be looking to install a 
hedge towards to rear of the cemetery in the coming months. 
 

LGA 1972 

9 Benches/Bus Shelters – Lead Councillor - Cllr White 
9.1 Update – all bus shelters are ok and the recent damage to the bench on 
Fen Lane has now been repaired.  
9.2 Artwork for the Bus Shelter on the Green – We invited the Academy to 
paint the bus shelter who seemed keen but it’s getting hard to get any 
replies, the Clerk will keep trying. We have also had a quote from an outside 
company to paint which is between £450 - £600. 
9.3 Light for the Bus Shelter on the Green – We have received CIL funding 
to improve the village bus shelters and have looked at the full costing to 
install a light in the Bus Shelter on the Green, this would need an electric 
supply installed by the Parish Council and then connecting to the street 
lighting, the cost would be approximately £2600. Proposed by Cllr Mulcrone 
seconded by Cllr White and all in favour 
 

LGA 1953 

10 Working Party – Belgrave Square – Lead Councillor - Cllr Isaacs 
10.1 Update – See appendix 1 for 29th July 2025 and appendix 2 for 2nd 
September 2025 – These actions will be discussed Wednesday 24th 
September 2025. 
10.2 Written request from the Social Club to lease part of the Belgrave 
Square car park for Children’s play park. – The Parish Council currently 
have two offers to lease the car park one from CARESCO for a Community 
Building and one from the Social Club, these offers will be discussed in due 
course.  
 

 

11 Planters and Biodiversity – Lead Councillor – Cllr Sanderson 

11.1 Update – Report from Karen sent across in her absence – 
After a fabulous summer display in all our planters and winning 

Anglia in Bloom Gold for the village we are all just thrilled all our 
efforts paid off. The group are already starting to think about the 

autumn planting and are as keen as ever to keep thinking up new 
ideas. 

11.2 Woodland Update – Work has had to halt during the nesting 
season so a better update will be given at the next Amenities 

committee meeting when some quotes will have been obtained. 
But some bulbs will be planted on the woodland floor in Autumn, 

and some nest boxes will also be installed as per grant funding 

applications. 
11.3 Wildflower seed – Cllr White – HDC have offered us 

wildflower seed, and the Parish Council have agreed to take up 
this offer, we will store the seed and look to which areas of the 

village to plant them. 
 

 

 



12 Greenfield – The Clerk 
12.1 Update – No major issues, the cricket is coming to the end of 

season and football has just started. 

The facilities are still being hired during school term for education. 
  

 

13 Women’s Hub – Cllr Isaacs 
We are continuing to engage with the schools for safety of women 

in the village and trying to secure funding. Next event will be held 
in the Old School Hall in March 2026 for International Women’s 

Day more details to follow. 
 

 

14  Village alley way chicane Barriers – Cllr White – The Clerk will 

speak to the correct Authorities to discuss potentially removing the 
chicane barriers. 

 

 

15 Fireworks 2nd November 2025 
15.1 Update – The Clerk - Everything is booked in, and tickets will go on 
sale shortly, we will require volunteers on the night to help. 

 

 

16 Remembrance Parade – 9th November 2025 – just to confirm all booked 
and will be looking to start the Parade at 10.20 this year, more details to 
follow nearer the time. 
 

 

17 Lock up Roof Repair – Cllr Potter 
17.1 Update – will defer to F&GP in Cllr Potter’s absence.  
 

 

18 Budget preparation 2026/27 – The Clerk – just as a reminder 
 

 

19 Welcome to Sawtry Display – near Roundabout – Cllr Mulcrone – the Clerk 
will contact the History Society for any recommendations  
 

 

20 Local Government Reorganisation (LGR) It has been suggestion 
there is a lack of communication regarding the public survey from 

the Government; The Parish Council have shared all the 
information we currently have online but would a public 

engagement help? Suggested date 15th October and the Parish 
Council would invite Cllrs Martin and Bywater. 
 

 

21 Storytelling by Suzanne Arnold, children’s event, request for funding– Cllr 
Margetts – Two sessions have been requested 29th October 2025 and 18th 
February 2026 the total cost would be £610 for the shows and £40 for 
advertising which Cllr Margetts will arrange – this will come out of vibrant 
funding – Proposed by Cllr Day seconded by Cllr Isaacs and all in favour. 
 

 

22 Christmas Carols – Confirmed date 15th December 6pm outside Greystones 
Donations to CARESCO foodbank to be confirmed. 

 

23 Speed Signs – Update from the Clerk – We are currently having delays 
dealing with Highways for permission to install all 4, so we currently have 2 
speed signs which are not working as they should and feel the best option is 
to replace these 2 now and wait for the confirmation from Highways for the 
other 2 

 



 

24 Date of next meeting – 29th October 2025 
 

 

 
Steve Browning, Clerk to the Council/Proper Officer,  
 
Committee: Cllr Bingham (chair), Gadsby, Mulcrone, Potter, Sanderson, Tuplin, White, Bhamra, Day, 
Isaacs, Ingram, Cllr Ashley 
 
 
 
Appendix 1  
 

Sawtry Parish Council – Belgrave Square Working Group  
Meeting Minutes – 29 July 2025 
 

Attendees 

 

- Joy Isaacs – Chair (Sawtry Parish Council) 
- Katie Baranyovits - Resident of Belgrave Square 
- David Howard – Sawtry Social Club 
 

Apologies 

 

- Grant Fitzgerald – Sawtry Parish Council 
- Lee White – Sawtry Parish Council 
- Dave Dougherty – Caresco 
- Representative – Women’s Institute 
 
This was the first meeting of the Belgrave Square Working Group, convened by Sawtry Parish Council to 
discuss future management, maintenance, and community use of Belgrave Square. 
The objectives and guidelines for conduct were discussed at the outset of the meeting. There were a 
round of introductions and comments on the composition of the group and whether we were quorate. It 
was confirmed we could proceed with the meeting which we went on to do. 
 

Agenda 

1. Car Park Management and Operations 
2. Maintenance and Infrastructure 
3. Community Engagement and Governance 
 

1. Car Park Management and Operations 

Proposals: The Parish Council has voted to introduce a barrier-controlled payment system (similar to 
Greystones Pub). The intention is to fund maintenance and management of the car park, not to generate 
profit. One hour would remain free, with modest charges thereafter. 
Residents Views  
 

▪ Drivers may avoid charges and park on Gidding Road, creating safety hazards and congestion. 



▪ CCTV monitoring of the car park could impact residents’ privacy if directed towards the road observing their 

comings and goings. 

▪ Residents questioned whether permits or exemptions could be allocated (e.g., per household). 

 

Social Club Views 
▪ Financial viability questioned – revenue may not cover installation of payment system and running costs for 

third party management thereafter. 

▪ Queried installation of the payment machine within the club’s premises – how would this work and what 

access would be required (i.e would they need to install a machine to note registration numbers). 

▪ Potential negative impact on elderly members and visitors deterred by charges. 

- Overflow parking could worsen congestion in Belgrave Square. 

- Suggested wider charging policy across other village car parks. 

Discussion: Options for exemptions (residents, social club members, event visitors) were noted for future 
consideration. Members agreed that projections of costs and revenue should be shared. 

2. Maintenance and Infrastructure 

 
▪ Condition of car park: Longstanding deterioration noted; potholes present safety risks, particularly for elderly 

users. 

 

▪ Social club & residents’ contribution: both residents and the Social Club have on occasions attempted ad-hoc 

maintenance of the road surface but cannot sustain full upkeep. 

 
Access issues: 
 

▪ Gidding Road congestion remains a concern, particularly at peak times and with restricted visibility near the 

zebra crossing. 

 

▪ A grass cut-through to the doctors’ surgery was discussed; ownership lies partly with residents and 

encourages people to pass over their properties. There is a concern this could become an increased 

thoroughfare with the introduction of changes to the car parking arrangements.  

 

▪ Club perspective: The club encourages members to use the car park (unlike the WI group), but deteriorated 

surfaces do cause risks and undermines safety. 

 

3. Community Engagement and Governance 

 
Residents’ views 

▪ Increased use of the car park may disrupt the quiet character of Belgrave Square. 

▪ Uncertainty over the unadopted status of the access road – residents queried whether they could restrict 

access to the car park or object to the Council’s plans. 

 

Caresco 
▪ Caresco: were not present at the meeting. The group noted uncertainty around the status of its long-term 

building plans at Belgrave Square. 



 
Actions 
1. Exemptions – Working group to consider proposals for parking exemptions for residents, Social Club, 
and other groups. – Sawtry Parish Council 
2. Financial projections – Request Council to provide projected costs/revenue of parking system 
installation and maintenance. – Sawtry Parish Council 
3. Road safety – Liaise with County/District regarding possibility of yellow lines or safety measures at 
Gidding Road/Belgrave Square junction. – Sawtry Parish Council 
4. Unadopted road status – Clarify plans for adoption of the road and potential restrictions on access. – 
Sawtry Parish Council 
5. Caresco – Seek update on whether its building project at Belgrave Square is still active. – Clerk / 
Sawtry Parish Council 
6. Social Club – Further information of the impact of the Councils payment arrangements on the Social 
club premises. – Sawtry Parish Council 

Next Meeting 

 

Proposed late August or early September (exact date to be confirmed by Clerk following availability of 
Caresco representative and other interested parties). 
 
 
 
Appendix 2  
 

Sawtry Parish Council – Belgrave Square Working Group  
Meeting Minutes – 2 September 2025 
 
Attendees 

- Joy Isaacs – Chair 

- Lee White – Sawtry Parish Council  

- Dave Dougherty – Caresco 

- Katie Baranyovits – Resident of Belgrave Square  

- Carolyn Watts – Sawtry Social Club (covering David) 

 

Apologies 
- Grant Fitzgerald – Sawtry Parish Council  

- David Howard – Sawtry Social Club  

 
This was the second meeting of the Belgrave Square Working Group. The agenda was carried over from 
the first meeting. The meeting was convened to incorporate views of those absent at the first meeting 
and to further explore the matters already ventilated. 
 
 
Agenda  

1. Car Park Management and Operations 

2. Maintenance and Infrastructure 

3. Community Engagement and Governance 

 

 
Discussion Points 



4. Car Park Management and Operations 

Parking overflow – the group once again expressed concerns that Sawtry residents will be reluctant 
to pay for parking and will therefore park on Gidding Road and other surrounding roads which will 
consequently become gridlocked and cause further hazards and congestion.  
 
Costs – the group queries the financial impact of this decision on the Council due to third party costs 
to maintain the parking monitoring and enforcement systems. The group did ask why the proposed 
parking payment arrangements were not similarly being introduced at the Old School Hall Building 
car park and other places in the village. It was thought that such arrangements may be more effective 
elsewhere and the funds generated used to maintain and manage Belgrave Square car park. 
 
 

5. Maintenance and Infrastructure 
 
Revenue – the group were advised that the Council is not intending to make profit from the car park, 
part of the motive for introducing a payment system, is to raise revenue for the maintenance of the 
car park as it is not currently being maintained. The group expressed concerns that the Council’s 
objectives to raise revenue for car park maintenance may not be met due to the car park 
management costs which would be incurred with the introduction of a payments system.  
 
Future plans – Caresco indicated that if it proceeded with its proposed plans for a new Caresco 
building at Belgrave Square, it would include road maintenance as this was required by the planning 
permission process. This means the road would be tarmacked accordingly.  
 
 

6. Community Engagement and Governance 
 
Business impact – the Social Club expressed concern about the impact of the car park payment 
system on their business. They highlighted the challenges facing their older membership in accessing 
the club and the potential impact it would have on their customers visiting the premises. They asked 
whether it would be possible to exempt their members from paying for parking. The club outlined the 
positive impact it has on the community through its various initiatives and the impact the payment 
system could have on their ability to continue with these initiatives. The Club further commented on 
the potential impact the new Caresco building could have on their members as the parking spaces 
available would be reduced to 22 spaces, this could impact business and also the business would 
likely suffer impact while the building works were ongoing over a protracted period of time. 
 
Residents – Katie on behalf of the residents reiterated her concerns expressed at the first meeting. 
Namely the increased surveillance and privacy breaches to residents, the charges impacting 
residents, their visitors and agents accessing their properties. There is no desire for the road to be 
adopted, and the residents have contributed to road maintenance over time. The primary concern is 
loss of car parking spaces and congestion / the fear of being gridlocked into their own homes which 
is already a concern and would be exacerbated by the introduction of a parking payment system. 
 
Community Impact – Caresco discussed its plans for the new building. Dave for Caresco, shared the 
history and background to the plans. This included sharing some of the designs and requirements 
imposed by planning permission. In relation to the status of this project Dave confirmed this is a 
long-term multi-year project which would not be implemented immediately. It is intended that the 
parking proposal would be similar to the current arrangements outside the current Caresco building 
off Green End Road, Sawtry. Namely, to allocate a number of designated spaces to Caresco staff and 
the remainder would be for the public. Due to planning permission restrictions, the number of 
residual spaces would be lower than Caresco would have initially offered. In terms of next steps, 



Caresco indicated that it had put its plans on hold awaiting engagement from the Sawtry Parish 
Council. Members of the Parish Council suggested that Caresco write to the Council to ask it to 
confirm whether it supports their plans. Aside from the new building plans Dave, for Caresco, 
indicated concerns that the community may not engage with the new building if it is situated in a paid 
car park, it emphasised its reliance on the goodwill of the village to be successful in its endeavours. 
 

7. Options  
 
A number of options were discussed in terms of next steps for the Parish Council and relevant 
interested Parties as follows: 
 
A. Payment system – the Sawtry Parish Council progresses with its plans to introduce a parking 

payment system and offers some exemptions for Caresco, Belgrave Square Residents, the Social 
Club committee and the Women’s Institute to mitigate the impact on the individuals, community 
groups and businesses affected) 
 

B. New Building – Caresco progresses with its plans for a new building at Belgrave Square and this  
 
 

8. Exemption Requests  

Each party was asked to indicate what they are requesting from the Parish Council in light of its 
proposals to introducing a payment system. 

▪ Social Club – exemptions for parking for staff (circa 10 members of staff) and club committee 
members attending meetings (x3). Ideally the club would like free parking for all its members 
of which there are circa 450. 
 

▪ Residents – there are approximately 12 houses on the Square. At least 3 residents park in the 
car park and others use it flexibly.  At least 3 -4 spaces should be exempt for the residents (this 
could be allocated flexibly when they have parties and provide notice) 
 

▪ Caresco – query whether the parking payment arrangements would continue if it pursues its 
plans for the new building. 
 

Actions 
1. Parking payment exemptions – this working party will report to the Council at the appropriate 

meeting or committee, to canvass the prospect of payment exemptions for the interested parties as 
outlined above. – Sawtry Parish Council members 
 

2. Caresco building – to seek confirmation on whether the Council supports the planning permission to 
build the new Caresco building at Belgrave Square (as per the Community Plan). Caresco also seek to 
clarify the position relating to prospects of a lease for the duration of the building works. – Caresco  
 

3. Roads – confirm what if any plans the Parish Council has to seek for the access road to be adopted. – 
Sawtry Parish Council members 
 

4. Residents – clarify with residents whether and how often they park their vehicles on the car park and 
when they might do this. – Katie  



These notes are a summary of the discussion and are not intended to be verbatim. The actions outlined 
above will be progressed by those named beside the action.  

Date of next meeting: to be confirmed, likely in October following the respective Parish Council 
meetings.  


